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A face-to-face conference
bringing together journalists
for the first time in Yemen

In Taiz, southwest Yemen, over 120 male and female journalists
from various Yemeni governorates gathered on October 10, 2024,
for the Yamaniyat Conference. This marked the first in-person
conference bringing together Yemeni male and female journalists
since the outbreak of the war in March 2015. The event was or-
ganized by the Studies and Economic Media Center (SEMC) with
support from the Canal France International (CFI).

The Conference brought together a diverse group of journalists
and women journalists, including members of the Yamaniyat
and Makanati projects, both implemented by SEMC with CFI’s
support. Participants included individuals passionate about
women’s issues in Yemen, such as activists, human rights advo-
cates, and representatives of media organizations and platforms
committed to promoting these topics.
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Fruitful Sessions Led by
Experts in Women Issues
and Peace

The Yamaniyat Conference featured eight sessions, including
three discussion panels, alongside introductory and opening re-
marks, an overview of the Yamaniyat project, the announcement
of winners of the Yamaniyat awards, and a summary of the ses-
sions’ key takeaways.

The Conference opened with a welcoming session led by Mustafa
Nasr, the Chairman of SEMC. He emphasized that any efforts to
achieve peace in Yemen would be incomplete without the inclu-
sion of women. Mr. Alan DREANIC, Deputy General-Director
of Canal France International (CFI), described the Conference as
an opportunity to discuss the added value that female journalists
bring to media initiatives like the Yamaniyat project in Yemen.
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In the opening session, Dr. Abdulqawi Al-Mekhlafi, Senior Dep-
uty of Taiz Governorate, expressed his hopes for practical out-
comes that could be translated into developmental programs
benefiting women. He also called for advanced media coverage
of women’s issues that avoids stereotyping and traditional nar-
ratives.

H.E. Catherine Corm-Kammoun, the Ambassador of France
to Yemen, reaffirmed her country’s commitment to supporting
Yemeni women, emphasizing France’s continued efforts to help
them achieve their rightful place as active partners in society.
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A dedicated session reviewed the key achievements of the
Yamaniyat project, presented by Ms. Sarah Filali, Project Man-
ager at CFL

Filali highlighted the tangible successes of the project through
effective partnerships and high-quality outputs. She stated: “We
have a professional partner, which has significantly contributed to
the success of Yamaniyat, leaving a strong and impactful mark.”
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The first panel discussion at the Yamaniyat Conference addressed
the theme “Media, Women, Peace: Pathways to the Future.”

Dr. Noha Al-Kazmi emphasized the need for fundamental solu-
tions that grant women a genuine role based on their contribu-
tions and efforts. Female journalist Rahma Hojira called for or-
ganized action to pressure the government, official entities, and
all parties, including political parties, to empower women.

Samira Salem, Program Director at Tawasol Community Radio
in Al-Mahra governorate, highlighted how the Yamaniyat project
enhanced her team’s capabilities through the training and profes-
sional development they received.

In her intervention, Dr. Balqis Alwan stated: “We have women
who are capable of making a difference, but they are hindered by
a lack of empowerment.”
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The session «Media and Civil Society: Partnerships for Impact»
focused on the mechanisms for fostering collaboration between
media outlets and civil society organizations to achieve long-term
influence in peacebuilding. This theme of partnerships was a
core focus of activities and implementation within the Yamaniyat
project.

Mohammed Ismail, Executive Manager of SEMC, said: «We
have successfully institutionalized these partnerships and created
meaningful impact in several governorates.»

Um Al-Razzaq Masleh, Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Al-Hodeidah
News website, highlighted the positive influence of the Makanati
project, which was further enhanced by the Yamaniyat project,
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and how this has reflected positively on their platform.

The third panel discussion focused on «Past Efforts and Future
Interventions by Donors and International Organizations.»

Mr. Bueno Padilla Luis Miguel, the Head of the Political Section
to the EU delegation for Yemen, emphasized that the EU prior-
itizes womerns issues and stressed the necessity of a tangible role
for Yemeni women in peacebuilding.

Mr. Hicham Nahro, Deputy Representative of UNFPA - Yemen,
affirmed that women are a key component of all projects imple-
mented by the UNFPA in Yemen.

You can watch all the sessions here -\ﬂl 2
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Six Awards Across Three
Categories

The conference included the announcement of the best stories pub-
lished on the Hodaj platform by September 30, 2024, as part of the
Yamaniyat project.

Six stories and six winners were honored across three categories:
written, audio, and visual. From over 30 diverse stories and pieces,
a judging panel consisting of journalists Nashwan Al-Othmani and
Abdulkarim Al-Khayati selected two stories from each category.

In the written stories category, the top honors went to:

*_“Al-Jawf Mediators: Social Traditions Empowering Women” by
female journalist Latifa Al-Dhafiri from Sana’a.

¢ “Women’s Issues in Their Voices: Rehabilitation as the Core of the
Story” by female journalist Fatima Al-Ansi from Taiz.
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https://www.hodaj.net/posts/wsytt-ljwf-tqlyd-mjtmaay-taazz-dwr-lns?fbclid=IwY2xjawGM2IlleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHRy69bMXPXryXQLg_XIu_vbv_v4yvZhT-X7-mBOT3YDAweEjkFzF2QLKBg_aem_qZfDPDU5Tos_R0YDfwEevA
https://www.hodaj.net/posts/qdy-lns-b-swthn-lt-hyl-sl-lhky?fbclid=IwY2xjawGM2JBleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHV9omWMLllmiHyE7nrRVlAboS1IGUPDaDskfaOib-1KrIqIHxCpgACsNLg_aem_Ky4KUPpoBLMW-4GG6C359g
https://www.hodaj.net/posts/qdy-lns-b-swthn-lt-hyl-sl-lhky?fbclid=IwY2xjawGM2JBleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHV9omWMLllmiHyE7nrRVlAboS1IGUPDaDskfaOib-1KrIqIHxCpgACsNLg_aem_Ky4KUPpoBLMW-4GG6C359g
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For podcasts, the winners were:

* “The Role of Mahri Women in Peacebuilding” by female jout-
nalist Samira Salem from Al-Mabhra.

* “A Hidden Voice” by Mohammed Mahrous from Taiz.

In the video category, the awards went to:

* Malak Rashad from Marib for her story “According to Tribal
Customs: Yemeni Women Making Peace.”

* Tareq Al-Zuleimi from Aden for his story “Women’s Alliances:
Reviving Hope for Peace in Yemen.”

The diversity in topics, categories, and governorates gave the
winning stories significant momentum and presented them in a
fresh light to the audience. These stories were eagerly revisited
on the Hodaj platform and its social media accounts, where they
continue to resonate with readers, listeners, and viewers alike.



https://www.hodaj.net/bwdkst/mshrk-lmr-lmhry-fy-snaa-lslm?fbclid=IwY2xjawGM2MlleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHV9omWMLllmiHyE7nrRVlAboS1IGUPDaDskfaOib-1KrIqIHxCpgACsNLg_aem_Ky4KUPpoBLMW-4GG6C359g
https://www.hodaj.net/bwdkst/swt-mktwm?fbclid=IwY2xjawGM2MZleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHUUTmBAx7eQnzdOwF48hE_RvJ2LwMx55cHRuJspQQIh29hxrAynOZnu_hw_aem_G4G-0CDcgKg-07e_bQASzw
https://www.hodaj.net/posts/wfqan-ll-aarf-lqbly-ymnyt-ysnaan-lslm?fbclid=IwY2xjawGM2QBleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHUUTmBAx7eQnzdOwF48hE_RvJ2LwMx55cHRuJspQQIh29hxrAynOZnu_hw_aem_G4G-0CDcgKg-07e_bQASzw
https://www.hodaj.net/posts/wfqan-ll-aarf-lqbly-ymnyt-ysnaan-lslm?fbclid=IwY2xjawGM2QBleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHUUTmBAx7eQnzdOwF48hE_RvJ2LwMx55cHRuJspQQIh29hxrAynOZnu_hw_aem_G4G-0CDcgKg-07e_bQASzw
https://www.hodaj.net/posts/tktlt-nswy-tbaath-ml-lslm-fy-lymn?fbclid=IwY2xjawGM2P1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHfrtpZG_dVWWZk2Nss_ntXnuNXsjaJSXXiVR7mnuUqIG0XncSIVHKIPGWA_aem_9oQJnPr-aLORvXcgX9GzCQ
https://www.hodaj.net/posts/tktlt-nswy-tbaath-ml-lslm-fy-lymn?fbclid=IwY2xjawGM2P1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHfrtpZG_dVWWZk2Nss_ntXnuNXsjaJSXXiVR7mnuUqIG0XncSIVHKIPGWA_aem_9oQJnPr-aLORvXcgX9GzCQ
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Yamaniyat Project was more
than just a short-term project

On October 30, 2023, the Studies and Economic Media Center
(SEMC), with support from the Canal France International (CFI),
launched the Yamaniyat project. The Project aims to strengthen
the capacities of media institutions and women’s organizations
while fostering communication between them.

The project has provided training for approximately 75 male and
female journalists on conflict-sensitive journalism and peace
journalism. It also supported journalists in producing content for
various media outlets, emphasizing the importance of enhancing
Yemeni women’s participation in peacebuilding and promoting
their access to decision-making positions.

The virtual launch event of the Yamaniyat project, attended by
over 100 journalists from various governorates of Yemen, high-
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lighted the activities of the project, which extends from the
Makanati project implemented by the SEMC with support from
the CFI during 2021 and 2022.

The focus of the Yamaniyat project is to establish partnerships
between media institutions and platforms interested in women’s
issues and women’s organizations. The project includes train-
ing representatives of these organizations in digital advocacy
campaigns aimed at increasing women’s participation in peace-
building, as well as signing Memorandums of Understanding
(MOUs) to solidify cooperation between media institutions and
partner women’s organizations.

Additionally, the project provides training for around 75 male
and female journalists in conflict-sensitive journalism and peace
journalism, helping them produce diverse journalistic content
to be published on the Hodaj platform and other partner media
outlets.

To date, nearly 90 diverse journalistic pieces have been produced,
including multimedia, audio, and written formats.

»



Mam:wl\_’at

I EMPOWRING WOMEN
THROUGH MEDIA FOR PEACE

Far-Reaching Partnerships
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The Yamaniyat project stood out for its wide-ranging partner-
ships, having signed Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs)
with media institutions and platforms from various governorates.
It also focused on building bridges of cooperation between me-
dia organizations and women’s organizations to enhance infor-
mation access and reach important stories, as well as to discuss
issues affecting Yemeni women from a feminist perspective.

Throughout the project’s duration, 11 media institutions and six
women’s organizations from the governorates of Sana’a, Aden,
Taiz, Marib, Hudaydah, Hadhramaut, Shabwa, and Al-Mah-
ra benefited from a series of digital advocacy training sessions
designed to strengthen women’s participation in peacebuilding.
Additionally, the materials produced by journalists within the
project were published by electronic platforms and local radio
stations across several targeted governorates.
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Hodaj: A Platform Amplifying
Women’s Voices in Yemen

“Your place is here”, this is how Hodaj introduces itself as
a door for Yemeni women, highlighting their aspirations
and shedding light on issues that concern them. Launched
in February 2021, Hodaj emerged as an outcome of the
Makanati project, implemented by the SEMC with support
from the CFI. The platform aims to spotlight women’s is-
sues in Yemen and support journalists through production
opportunities facilitated by SEMC’s partnerships with the
agency and other organizations focused on women’s af-
fairs.
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Since its inception, the platform has published 195 journalistic
pieces, including 139 written articles, 35 videos, and 22 audio
pieces. Hodaj continues to actively cover national and interna-
tional developments and events concerning women, managed by
a team of professional women journalists from various Yemeni

gOVCI‘l’lOl‘atCS.

The platform boasts a growing audience, with over 24,000 follow-
ers on Facebook and nearly 2,000 followers across X (formerly
Twitter), Instagram, YouTube, LinkedIn, and TikTok.
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https://www.facebook.com/hodajplatform
https://x.com/hodajplatform
https://www.instagram.com/hodajplatform/
https://www.youtube.com/@hodajplatform
https://www.linkedin.com/company/77737654/admin/page-posts/published/
https://www.tiktok.com/@hodajplatform?_r=1&_d=e756fj4e4f6j1f&sec_uid=MS4wLjABAAAAJRzhX7-6V6ndRB02r5C5-qaEyStTGrOr5UithQ5weqi5LcjosavcRSD3UgtLVJmJ&share_author_id=6712054172517401605&sharer_language=en&source=h5_m&u_code=d76b3c548c92g1&timestamp=1730276575&user_id=6712053987230090245&sec_user_id=MS4wLjABAAAAC6Ub0dXGbKzbaCar1z7UNnuG9SxMNn6EjQ5_0u8baKY1zdZoB_0dxwQmgHj1gHzS&utm_source=copy&utm_campaign=client_share&utm_medium=android&share_iid=7412189824227510023&share_link_id=d303e636-69f0-4b6a-8cc8-f542e74a906e&share_app_id=1233&ugbiz_name=ACCOUNT&ug_btm=b7360%2Cb5836&social_share_type=5&enable_checksum=1
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“CFI is a French public agency that sup-

ports the world’s media. It contributes to

the fight for freedom of expression, press
freedom, and media independence.”

https://ac.cfi.fr/en/
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https://ac.cfi.fr/en/
https://x.com/CFImedias
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cfi-agence-fran%C3%A7aise-de-coop%C3%A9ration-m%C3%A9dias/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.facebook.com/CFImedias/
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Studies and Economic Media
Center (SEMC) is one of the Civil
society organizations that works
on economic field, awareness
and promote the economic issues
transparency, good governance
and participated citizens in de-
cision-making. Also, It works to

find a professional media

https://economicmedia.net
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«Hodaj platform is a window for
women in Yemen, expressing
their aspirations and highlight-
ing everything related to them.»

https://www.hodaj.net
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@hodajplatform

ALDAHI - TAIZ - YEMEN
() 00967-4- 246596



https://economicmedia.net/
https://www.facebook.com/economicmedia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/economicmedia/
https://x.com/economicmedia
https://www.youtube.com/@economicmedia
https://www.google.com/search?q=economic+media%40&sca_esv=d12c46810dda8d6a&source=hp&ei=rIRwZ7vUBN7X7M8PyfqHyAo&iflsig=AL9hbdgAAAAAZ3CSvElK1w3xoK9UDgQuVEKnuzXjQKb4&ved=0ahUKEwi72qqjysuKAxXeK_sDHUn9AakQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=economic+media%40&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Ig9lY29ub21pYyBtZWRpYUAyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHkjKD1CxCFixCHABeACQAQCYAboBoAG6AaoBAzAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAvgBAZgCAaACywGoAgCYAwHxBYGnSKzBMi1qkgcDMi0xoAfNAw&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.facebook.com/hodajplatform
https://www.instagram.com/hodajplatform/
https://www.tiktok.com/@hodajplatform?_r=1&_d=e756fj4e4f6j1f&sec_uid=MS4wLjABAAAAJRzhX7-6V6ndRB02r5C5-qaEyStTGrOr5UithQ5weqi5LcjosavcRSD3UgtLVJmJ&share_author_id=6712054172517401605&sharer_language=en&source=h5_m&u_code=d76b3c548c92g1&timestamp=1730276575&user_id=6712053987230090245&sec_user_id=MS4wLjABAAAAC6Ub0dXGbKzbaCar1z7UNnuG9SxMNn6EjQ5_0u8baKY1zdZoB_0dxwQmgHj1gHzS&utm_source=copy&utm_campaign=client_share&utm_medium=android&share_iid=7412189824227510023&share_link_id=d303e636-69f0-4b6a-8cc8-f542e74a906e&share_app_id=1233&ugbiz_name=ACCOUNT&ug_btm=b7360%2Cb5836&social_share_type=5&enable_checksum=1
https://www.linkedin.com/company/77737654/admin/page-posts/published/
https://x.com/hodajplatform
https://www.youtube.com/@hodajplatform
https://www.google.com/search?q=%40hodajplatform+%0D%0A&sca_esv=2e15a7c0979ef63c&biw=1358&bih=541&ei=6H5wZ9LtH-vV7M8P55fkqQc&ved=0ahUKEwjSgd7jxMuKAxXrKvsDHecLOXUQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=%40hodajplatform+%0D%0A&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEEBob2RhanBsYXRmb3JtIApIAFAAWABwAHgBkAEAmAEAoAEAqgEAuAEDyAEA-AEC-AEBmAIAoAIAmAMAkgcAoAcA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.hodaj.net/
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