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Mr. Mashdal Ahmed Al-Mashdali 

                               Minister of Human Rights                                 Respectfully, 

 

Warm Greetings, 

Subject: Urgent Request for Your Intervention Regarding the Non-Implementation 

of a Judicial Ruling Ordering the Release of Journalist Naseh Shaker 

 

We, the undersigned, the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), an international 

organization dedicated to defending journalists’ rights and headquartered in New York, 

United States, and the Yemeni Media Freedoms Observatory (Marsadak), write to 

inform you of the continued detention of journalist Naseh Ahmed Mohammed Shaker, 

despite the issuance of a final and enforceable court ruling ordering his immediate 

release. 

According to the attached official documents, the Specialized Criminal Court in Aden 

Governorate issued a clear judicial ruling on January 20, 2026, ordering the release of 

journalist Naseh Shaker and deeming the more than 25 months he has already spent 

sufficient in detention. The Public Prosecution did not file any appeal against the initial 

ruling within the legally prescribed period, rendering the judgment final and binding, and 

requiring its immediate enforcement in accordance with the law. 

Despite this, information indicates that the security authorities and the administration of 

Bir Ahmed Prison in Aden continue to refrain from implementing the ruling to date. This 

constitutes a serious undermining of the rule of law and an infringement upon judicial 

independence, leaving the journalist subject to arbitrary detention without legal basis. 

In light of the oversight and human rights mandate entrusted to the Ministry of Human 

Rights to monitor detainees’ conditions and ensure respect for legal safeguards, we 

urge your Ministry to take immediate action, including: 

• Officially addressing the relevant Security Authorities and the Bir Ahmed Prison 

Administration to demand the immediate enforcement of the judicial ruling and 

ensure the unconditional release of journalist Naseh Shaker. 

•  
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• Communicating with the Office of the Public Prosecutor and the competent 

judicial authorities to reaffirm the binding nature of court rulings and the 

impermissibility of obstructing their implementation. 

• Forming a ministerial follow-up committee to visit the prison and investigate the 

reasons behind the refusal to enforce the ruling. 

• Issuing a clear public statement expressing the Ministry’s rejection of any 

arbitrary detention or obstruction of judicial decisions and reaffirming respect for 

constitutional and legal guarantees. 

• Including this case in the Ministry’s periodic reports and submitting it to relevant 

national and international human rights bodies. 

The continued detention of a journalist despite the issuance of a final court ruling 

ordering his release sends a negative message regarding state institutions’ respect for 

the rule of law. It also affects Yemen’s human rights commitments and deepens the 

climate of concern among journalists and media professionals. 

We hope for your urgent intervention and the exercise of your oversight and human 

rights responsibilities to ensure the enforcement of the ruling and justice for the 

concerned journalist, in a manner that strengthens confidence in judicial institutions and 

safeguards the fundamental rights guaranteed by law. 

Please accept our highest consideration and respect. 

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) 

Yemeni Media Freedoms Observatory (Marsadak) 

 

Attachments: 

- Copy of the judicial release ruling 

- Copy of the release order 

- Copy to the Public Prosecutor 
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